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SUBJECT: GOZ RECOGNITION OP ANGOLA 

REF: KINSHASA 0087 

1. DURING MEETING JANUARY 7 PRESIDENCY DIRECTOR BISENGIMANA 
CONPIRMED TO AMBASSADOR THAT MOBUTU'S ANNOUNCEMENT OF GOZ 
RECOGNITION OP ANGOLAN REGIME (REPTEL) WAS UNILATERAL ACTION 
TAKEN ALTER GOZ WAS UNABLE TO MAKE ANY PROGRESS IN RESOLVING 
BILATERAL ISSUES THROUGH MIXED COMMISSION. BISENGIMANA ACKNOW- 
LEDGED THERE HAD BEEN NO PRIOR CONSULTATION WITH PRA CONCERNING 
ANNOUNCEMENT AND HE WAS MOST INTERESTED IN SEEING HOW ANGOLANS 
WOULD REACT. HE SAID ANGOLANS HAD REPEATEDLY ACCUSED ZAIRE OP 
OBSTRUCTING PROGRESS TOWARD NORMALIZATION AND HAD INSISTED ON 
PULL RECOGNITION. NOW GOZ HAD IN EPPECT CALLED THEIR BLUFP AND 
BALL WAS CLEARLY IN THEIR SIDE OP THE COURT. 

2. BISENGIMANA NOTED PURTHER THAT PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT HAD BEEN 
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CAREPULLY DRAPTED SO AS TO AVOID GIVING PRA VALID REASONS POR 
OBJECTING: E G., THERE WAS NO REPERENCE TO PRESENCE OP POREIGN 
TROOPS OR DEMAND POR THEIR WITHDRAWAL. AS POR MOBUTU'S APPEAL 
POR NATIONAL RECONCILIATION, PRA COULD HARDLY MAKE AN ISSUE OP 
THIS SINCE THEY THEMSELVES HAD CONCURRED IN THIS PRINCIPLE AT 
THE ORIGINAL BRAZZAVILLE MEETING LAST PEBRUARY. 
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3. IN RESPONSE TO MY QUERY RE REOPENING OE THE BENGUELA RATI ROAD 
(WHICH, ACCORDING TO ONE REPORT, GOZ HAD INSISTED BE DISCUSSED 
IN BILATERAL COMMISSION PRIOR TO AGREEMENT ON RECOGNITION), 
BISENGIMANA MADE CLEAR HIS EXPECTATION THAT RAILROAD COULD NOT 
BE OPENED IN ANY CASE BECAUSE OF PRA'S INABILITY TO PREVENT 
UNITA ATTACKS ON THE LINE. "WHAT IS THE SENSE OE LUANDA'S 
COMPLAINING ABOUT UNREPAIRED BRIDGES AT DILOLO," BISENGIMANA 
SAID, "WHEN IT CAN'T EVEN RUN A TRAIN SAEELY THROUGH ITS OWN 
TERRITORY?" 

COMMENT: BISENGIMANA CLEARLY VIEWS PRESIDENT'S SURPRISE ANNOUNCE- 
MENT AS NEAT POLITICAL PLOY TO PUT PRA ON DEEENSIVE AND TO INDUCE 
EORWARD MOVEMENT IN RESOLVING OUTSTANDING ISSUES. AT SAME TIME, 
ZAIRE HAS REMOVED ITSELE EROM DWINDLING RANKS OE AERICAN STATES 
WHICH ARE HOLDING OUT ON RECOGNITION. PROBABLE ADDITIONAL 
MOTIVATION IS EXPECTATION THAT US POSTURE VIS-A-VIS ANGOLA IS 
LIKELY TO SHIET UNDER NEW ADMINISTRATION. 

CUTLER 
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